
Dawn Bowden AS/MS 
Dirprwy Weinidog y Celfyddydau a Chwaraeon, a’r Prif Chwip 
Deputy Minister for Arts and Sport, and Chief Whip 
 
 

 

Bae Caerdydd • Cardiff Bay 
Caerdydd • Cardiff 

CF99 1SN 

Canolfan Cyswllt Cyntaf / First Point of Contact Centre:  
0300 0604400 

Gohebiaeth.Dawn.Bowden@llyw.cymru          
  Correspondence.Dawn.Bowden@gov.wales 

 
Rydym yn croesawu derbyn gohebiaeth yn Gymraeg.  Byddwn yn ateb gohebiaeth a dderbynnir yn Gymraeg yn Gymraeg ac ni fydd 
gohebu yn Gymraeg yn arwain at oedi.  
 
We welcome receiving correspondence in Welsh.  Any correspondence received in Welsh will be answered in Welsh and corresponding 
in Welsh will not lead to a delay in responding.   

Ein cyf/Our ref DB/00382/22 
Janet Finch-Saunders MS 
 
Janet.Finch-Saunders@Senedd.Wales 
 
 

07 July 2022 
 

Dear Janet, 
 
Thank you for your letter of 20 June addressed to Gwilym Hughes, Head of Cadw, 
regarding Dolwyddelan Castle. 
 

Access to Dolwyddelan Castle has for many years been through the farm at its base, with 
the farmer, who is also the freeholder, charging for access and unlocking and locking 
access to the Castle each day. However, the farmer has asked for the access be re-routed 
to give him and his family more privacy and he no longer wishes to act as the key keeper. 
 

A revised access route has been established which now allows visitors free access to the 
Castle. However, Cadw has been unable to secure a new key keeper for the monument and 
due to concerns for the safety of visitors accessing the upper areas of the Castle at all times 
of the day and night, unfortunately the internal space of the Castle has had to be kept 
locked. Cadw’s website advises visitors of the new route and that the Castle is only 
viewable externally. 
 

Cadw regrets the current situation but hopefully it will only be temporary as Cadw continues 
to search for a new key keeper from the local community who can manage the locking and 
unlocking of the Castle. Cadw’s website will be updated with this information as soon as this 
occurs.  
 
Yours sincerely,  
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